
Staffordshire County council Covid School Bulletin 

 

Letter to Parents 

As you will be aware, we have worked with schools to outline extra measures they may want to 

take to limit the spread of Covid-19. Here is a message schools may want to share with parents 

directly about these measures: 

  

Covid-19 rates in Staffordshire are now some of the highest in the UK, and we must do everything 

we can to reduce these rates and stop the spread of the virus in our communities. 

The biggest numbers of cases are in the 11 to 18 age group, and our schools and colleges are 

being particularly affected by this. 

Because of this, we are asking all schools and parents to do what they can to minimise the spread 

of Covid-19. 

As a parent, you can help by continuing to LFT test your child twice a week if they are aged 11+. If 

they are showing any symptoms of Covid-19 you must keep them off school and get a PCR test as 

soon as possible at a local testing site. 

If another member of your household tests positive for Covid-19, we strongly recommend that all 

members of your household get PCR tests as a precaution. We would also advise you to stay at 

home until you get your result. 

We have also put together some extra measures that schools may want to take to limit the 

spread. Each school will be different, and are able to pick and choose which (if any) of the extra 

measures they might want to take in their setting. 

These include: 

• The reintroduction of class bubbles for limiting of contact in school, not for isolation 

purposes. 

• No all-school events like assemblies for the time being 

• Enhanced cleaning, especially in high-risk areas 

• Possible reintroduction of face coverings in secondary schools 

• Promotion of the vaccine to eligible pupils and staff 

• Plus any other pre-summer break Covid controls where the school sees fit to do so. 

If infection rates escalate, some schools may need to close for short period and move lessons 

online ( for some classes/year groups), to prevent the spread and reduce ongoing transmission. 

You school will let you know which (if any) of these measures they will be implementing. These 

measures are not compulsory, and schools continue to develop their own Outbreak Management 

Plans. However, if your school has chosen to introduce some or all of these measures, we ask that 

you please support them and do everything you can to stop the spread of Covid-19. 

 

 

 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTEwMDQuNDY4NTYwMjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5nb3YudWsvZ2V0LWNvcm9uYXZpcnVzLXRlc3Q_dXRtX21lZGl1bT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWVtYWlsIn0.e2xXTaUoEonQ9GWLlchmr4yvEoXvmo8_z6Z6r7SMn-M/s/1365794221/br/113328201895-l


If you have any further questions, please see our list of FAQs. listed below from the website 

 

FAQs on Additional Advice for Schools 

Why are schools in Staffordshire being encouraged to consider extra measures to reduce the risk 

of Covid-19? 

The rates of Covid in Staffordshire remain very high and are currently 50 per cent higher than the 

average rate in England. 

This is largely due to cases in the 11-to 18 year old age group. Some schools have now seen more 

than 100 positive cases. This is incredibly disruptive to education as so many pupils are off sick, with 

some pupils seriously unwell. 

It is important that we take proactive steps to reduce the spread of infection, bring cases down, 

and minimise further disruption to education. 

What can you do? 

Everyone should: 

• Take sensible precautions to prevent the virus spreading – maintain good hygiene, respect 

each other’s personal space and keep communal areas well ventilated 

• Take a lateral flow test twice a week 

• Take a PCR Test if you have symptoms of Covid and isolate if the result is positive 

• Get vaccinated when eligible 

What is the council doing? 

We are supporting schools to reduce the spread of infection. A Mobile Testing Unit is being 

deployed at High Schools to offer PCR tests to students. One in three people with the virus show 

no symptoms, so testing is a good way to identify people who are infected and stop them from 

passing the virus on to others. 

Walton High School in Stafford was the first school to be visited and more than 350 pupils were 

tested. 

Our vaccination trailers are also visiting colleges to offer vaccines to those aged 16 and over. 

Newcastle College was the first to be visited. People can also check on the Together We’re 

Better website for the latest walk-in vaccination clinics. 

What additional measures are schools being asked to consider? 

We have outlined some measures that schools may want to implement. These will be considered 

by schools on an individual basis. They are not compulsory, but may help schools prevent and 

manage outbreaks. 

In Stafford borough these measures have helped reduce the seven day case rate in the 11-to-18 

year age group from more than 3,500 per 100,000 population to just over 2,000 in just over a week. 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTEwMDQuNDY4NTYwMjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5zdGFmZm9yZHNoaXJlLmdvdi51ay9Db3JvbmF2aXJ1cy9JbmZvcm1hdGlvbi1mb3ItcHJvdmlkZXJzL0hlYWx0aC1hbmQtc2FmZXR5LWFkdmljZS1mb3Itc2Nob29scy9TY2hvb2wtRkFRcy5hc3B4P3V0bV9tZWRpdW09Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1lbWFpbCJ9.Ko-2F8xQqgjmeTp3uefeJPtPYkR0ldTtdtsrbWGkd9w/s/1365794221/br/113328201895-l
https://www.twbstaffsandstoke.org.uk/coronavirus/how-to-get-a-vaccine-where-and-travelling
https://www.twbstaffsandstoke.org.uk/coronavirus/how-to-get-a-vaccine-where-and-travelling


These measures may include enhanced cleaning, wearing face covering, staggering lunch times, 

no holding assemblies or other school-wide events or teaching in school bubbles. 

Does the return of school bubbles, mean the whole bubble will be sent home if one person has the 

virus? 

No. The bubbles are designed to limit contact and reduce the spread of infection. If someone 

does test positive all the other children in the bubble will not automatically be sent home. We 

would advise anyone who is a close contact to have a PCR test. 

Do these recommendations apply to all schools? 

We have outlined some measures schools may want to consider. This will be on a case-by-case 

basis to suit the school. 

Are these additional measures compulsory? 

We have outlined some additional measures schools may want to consider, but it will be down to 

individual schools to decide what is appropriate 

Is the Department for Education aware or the advice? 

Yes, the department has been fully briefed about the situation in Staffordshire. Other local 

authorities are also recommending similar measures. 

What about siblings at different schools? 

Additional measures may be different across schools to reflect the size of the outbreak, year 

groups affected and the size of the setting. 

However, Covid is very contagious. So, if a child tests positive it is highly likely that other siblings 

may also have the virus. It therefore makes sense for them to be kept at home and do online 

learning until they have a negative PCR test. 

Why are any measures necessary when the health risks are small? 

The health risks are small to most children, but not to all children. Some children with Covid have 

to have a long period off school to recover. High rates of Covid in children also pose a risk to 

vulnerable adults as well as affecting the economy if parents are infected and have to take time 

off work. 

All the adults in my family are double vaccinated – so we don’t need to be worried? 

Having both doses of the vaccine is the best protection against becoming severely ill with Covid. 

However, it doesn’t mean you can’t catch the virus, become ill and spread it to others. Some 

people cannot have the vaccine for medical reasons. 

The more children who have Covid, the greater the disruption in schools and to the wider 

community. 

When will the advice be reviewed? 

The Covid case rate and the impact on our schools is monitored very closely. The additional 

advice for schools will be reviewed after the half-term. 


